THE    CAROLINGIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OF   THE   PAPACY
peace with them, on condition, of course, that he recovered the
position of mayor of the palace.
But the refusal of his adversaries compelled him to fight them.
He defeated them at Vincy, near Cambrai, on March 2ist, 717.
Then, having laid waste the environs of Paris, he returned to
Austrasia, and chose for his king Clotair IV, of whom we know
nothing except that he was related to the Merovingians.1 On
returning to Jhis domains he deposed the Bishop of Reims, Rigobert,
who had not supported him, and gave his bishopric to Milon,
Bishop of Tr&ves sola tonsura dericus, who was thus bishop of two
dioceses, in defiance of canon law.2 But for Charles the Church was
merely a means of obtaining partisans.3 A magnificent capital was
thus placed at his disposal.4
As mayor of the palace, Charles bore himself like a sovereign.
In 718 he undertook a punitive expedition against the Saxons,
whose territory he ravaged as far as the Weser.
In 719 Chilperic and Raginfred, abandoning their northern
allies, entered into negotiation with Eudes, who had created a
duchy for himself in Aquitaine, and who came to join them in
Paris in order to march against Charles. Thus a Romanic coalition
had actually been formed against the latter. However, the con-
1	RIGHTER, Op. Clt.9 p. 185.
2	Fusm de coulanges, Les transformations, p. 189, despite the evidence, is
unwilling to believe that there was a Germanic reaction. It is true that it was
unconscious.	8 bichter, op. «r., p. 185.
4 We can obtain some idea from the history of the Abbey of Saint-Pierre
de Gand of what was then happening. The enemies of the Abbot Celestin
sent to the princeps Charles, and accused Celestin of having written to Ragin-
fred. Charles, in consequence, privavit eum a coenobiali monachorum caterva ac
de eadem qua morabatur expulit provincia. Villas quoque que subjacebant dominio
monasterii Blandiniensis, suos divisit per vasallos absque reverentia Dei. This
situation continued, says the annalist, until the reign of Louis the Pious.
Thus the possessions of the Church, which included those of the monasteries,
were the booty that rewarded the loyal vassals. It is a positive feet that Charles
owed his fortune to their support (Liber traditionum S. Petri, ed. a. fayen,
1906, p. 5). Charles even had ecclesiastics put to death without having any
regard for the synods: for example, in 739, die AbbotWido of Saint-Vaast
pf Arras, the head of a conspiracy (bkeysig, op. cit,, pp. 87-88),
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